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Royal Museum
for central Africa
is recruiting
PhD scholar
for 48 months (m/f/x)
CONTEXT 
The Royal Museum for Central Africa is one of the 10 Federal Scientific Institutions (FSI) that fall under the authority of the Minister for Federal Science Policy. It is a scientific institution and a museum. 
The RMCA is looking for a motivated PhD student to strengthen the Department of Biology in the framework of the ATRAP II project (Action Towards Reducing Aquatic snail-borne Parasitic diseases). The main objective of this project is to combat vector-borne diseases, such as schistosomiasis and malaria, in the Democratic Republic of Congo. This is pursued through a multidisciplinary approach, in which citizen science also plays an important role.
As a PhD fellow, you will be responsible for investigating the spatiotemporal distribution of mosquitoes and freshwater snails. This research will combine both traditional and innovative techniques, such as eDNA analysis, modelling and citizen science methods. The results obtained will be used to establish distribution and risk maps, which are essential for the development of targeted interventions in vector control. You will work in an interdisciplinary and international team and carry out fieldwork in Congo.
FUNCTION
As a scientific staff member, you will carry out the following assignments: 
· Setting up a substantiated study design 
· Organizing and coordinating sampling campaigns in DRCongo
· eDNA analysis of water samples
· Modelling and developing risk maps
· Building a network of Congolese researchers, health professionals and citizen scientists
· Analyzing and publishing the results in peer reviewed journals
· Supervising Belgian and Congolese master's students
· Dissemination of results in national and international symposia and congresses
PROFILE
Required diploma: 
Master's degree in Biology or related studies
Requested experience: 
· Experience with molecular analyses (eDNA) 
· Experience with fieldwork in Africa
· Experience in publishing scientific articles is a plus
· Experience in R programming is a plus
· Knowledge about and interest in tropical infectious diseases in Africa
Required competencies: 
· You are very fluent in French, English and Dutch (both orally and in writing)
· You write and speak very fluently
· You like to work in a team
· You find it fascinating to be able to work with people from different backgrounds and/or cultures 
Candidates must have the necessary documents to work in Belgium.
WE OFFER
· A fixed-term contract (48 months) as a doctoral scholarship holder.
· A salary in accordance with the pay scales of the federal government (minimum starting salary: EUR 46.435,92 gross indexed annual salary).
Advantages 
· Possibility of hospitalisation insurance
· free commuting by public transport
· bicycle allowance
· Advantages and interesting offers through the Benefits@work
· An interesting holiday arrangement 
· Flexible working hours in a 38-hour week
· possibility to work from home
· A pleasant working environment in a dynamic working environment.
· All necessary and relevant training
Discover all the information and benefits about working for the federal government on FedWeb, the portal of the federal workforce.
CANDIDACY 
Please send your CV with cover letter by e-mail to HR-RH@africamuseum.be with reference S/ATRAP II before 1st of June 2025. 
Only applications that match the profile and that are sent within the stipulated period will be accepted and answered. 
( Interviews will take place on June 5, 2025
For more information about: 
· the function: Tine Huyse, 02/769 53 72, Tine.Huyse@africamuseum.be
· employment conditions : Sara Tock,02/769 54 32, sara.tock@africamusuem.be 
· the RMCA: http://www.africamuseum.be 

